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Technical Diving

Don't miss hearing this month's program
about Technical Diving, presented by Bob
Epsom.

Last Month's Annual Flea Market
and Auction

Thanks to the local dive Shops who so
generously donated equipment and fill
cards to our auction last month:

1. Dive Shop Two
6001 N. Federal Hwy., Boca Raton
Three Sherwood BC'’s, and four, 5 tank fill cards.
2. The Dive Locker
908 South Dixie Hwy , Lantana
Two, 10 tank fill cards, one, 10lbs. weight shot, and one,
weight belt.
3. Force E.
$50 gift certificate.
4. Lighthouse Point Dive Center
2507 North Ocean Drive PompanoBeach.
Two, 10 tank fill cards.
5. Pro Scuba Outlet
6001 N. Federal Hwy., Boca Raton

Four, 5 tank fill cards.

Bob Horin-VP of Programs
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We had such a good turnx sz Ix

Dinner Picnic

out for the April meet-

ing, it is now Daylight Savings and the
weather is still nice enough, so we are
going to have another pre meeting picnic.
This time we will have a grill going, if
anyone wants to bring something to grill.
BYO drinks, and whatever you are grill-
ing, plus some dish to share. Mary Field
will provide, Cups, Ice, plates, napkins,
and utensils.

Call Sheri Boudreaux at 561-753-2613 or
954-435-3596 with questions, and to let
her know if you are coming and what you
are bringing so that we can have a
general idea of supplies. Next month we
will return to a local restaurant. Check
the Dive Lines.

Mary Field, VP Social
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UnderSea Adventurers
Web site:
www.gate.net/—usadiver

Meetings:
First Thursday of each month at
Deerfield Bch Chamber of Commerce
1601 E. Hillsboro Blvd.
Deerfield Beach, FL
Dinner: 6:00 PM (various locations)
Social: 7:30 PM

Meetinﬂ: 8:00 PM

Come Join Us!

At the Deerfield Beach Chamber
of Commerce, located on the
North side of Hillsboro Blvd. at
the 2nd traffic light East of US 1
(Federal Hwy.), across the street
from the Cove Restaurant.

USA Hall of Fame

Alan Barrows Kathi McCutcheon
Mary May Barrows Carl Meyer

Joe DellaFera Jerry Millspaugh
Esther Drury Kathy Millspaugh

Jim Dunn Carl Nolting
Anne Dupont Hank Paurowski
Sue Fish Sue Revie
Chuck Goby Gary Sharp
Gerry Greene Robert Shearer
Nancy Greene Marie York

Paul Guyon

|
Board of Directors

Officers

President .......ccccccoveeneee. Larry Townsend . 561-637-0988
[atowns@ibm.net

VP of Programs ............. Sean Horin ......... 954-418-0620

VP of OS Diving Ronnie Farr........ 954-783-1667

rfarr@interserv.com

VP of Social Events....... Mary Field .......... 561-241-8209
mfield@gate.net

VP of Local Diving ......... Thomas Younger 561-338-7687

YHT@juno.com

Secretary ..oooovevveninnnns Linda Caldwell ... 561-391-0080
lindalou34@juno.com

Treasurer .oveeens, Robert Shearer .. 561-487-7442
robert.shearer@juno.com

Appointees

Audio Coordinator......... Jim Guld............. 954-484-7443

JimboG@gate.net

Exotic Trip Organizer ... Gary Sharp......... 561-750-0013
GSharp@gate.net

Hospitality Coordinator . Ray McAllister .... 954-426-0808
mcallist@gate.net

Membership Coordinator Karen Valpa...... 561-369-5196
kvalpa49@bellsouth.net

Membership Directory.. M Van Valkenburg954-735-5543
MarilynV@bellsouth.net

Mini-Trip Coordinator... Margaret Murray 954-941-0180
mmurray@fau.edu

0S Dive Accountant...... Patrice Marker ... 954-436-9922

Past President ............... Robert Shearer .. 561-487-7442

Photographer ................ Linda lanniello ... 954-429-9102
Lindai@us.ibm.com

Promotions Coordinator Dianne Johnston 954-781-9439
Dianne323@aol.com

Safety Coordinator ........ Roger Styles....... 954-436-9922

Scraphook/Awards........ Ann Stambaugh . 954-782-6368
StamStudio@aol.com

Social Coordinator........ Sherry Boudreaux 561-753-2613

Newsletter Editor-........... C Van Valkenburg 954-484-7443
ChrisVV@rocketmail.com



grass is green, the sky is blue and the

ocean is too. The water is getting
warmer and the pains of nitrogen with-
drawal are beginning to gnaw at you.
Before you take the plunge, do not forget
to get that dive gear serviced if it has
been hanging in the closet or stuffed in
some drawer in the garage all winter.
Even if you have done some diving over
the winter as some have, it still may
require an annual checkup. Don’t forget
to look over the little things, such as
mask straps, HP gauge swivels and
mouthpieces. Inspect all hoses for wear
and tear. And another reminder of
something that may or may not be near
and dear to you, but is to most of us. As
members of USA, we all agreed to abide
by the USA club rules and by-laws. One
of which is “All local game and conserva-
tion laws shall be followed on club dives.”
Just as a reminder, there is no
Spearfishing of Billfish, Bonefish, Nassau
Grouper, Pompano, Spotted Eagle Ray,
Tarpon, Spotted Seatrout, Sturgeon,
Jewfish, Red Drum, Permit, Manta Ray,
Sharks, or other families of ornamental
Reef Fish. And as a further reminder,
the more popular legal ones such as
Grouper or Red Snapper, must be 20”
long. Hogfish must be 12” long measured
from the fork in the tail, not the tips of
the tail. These are just a few of the
regulations which you should be familiar
with if you spearfish or plan to. It's too
bad that we cannot take out our tape
measure and measure the fish before we
shoot them as we do with lobster, before

I t looks like spring has sprung, the

we bag them. But that is
not an option with fish,
we have to rely on our sense of sight and
good judgment to ensure that what we
shoot is legal. However, objects under-
water appear 25% larger than they
actually are. Meaning that the legal 20”
grouper you have in your sights must
appear to be 25” long to you to be legal. If
it appears to only be 20", then it is actu-
ally 16” long and illegal. Remember, it is
just as illegal to shoot an undersized fish
as it is to bag a short lobster. It's just
that the chances or getting caught are
somewhat less. | don't think the Florida
Marine Patrol would accept your excuse.
If you tend to forget about the 25% magni
fication, you might consider putting a
sticker inside your mask stating “OB-
JECTS MAY BE smaller THAN THEY
APPEAR.” All joking aside, the reason we
have these regulations is for the game to
have time to grow large enough to repro-
duce and if they are taken before that
time, we are depriving future game from
ever being available to all of us.

So before you take that shot, ask yourself,
“If I had to measure this fish in front of
the Marine Patrol, would it pass?” Good
Hunting!! And remember, they DO look
25% larger than they actually are. If you
need more info on state regulations,
contact the Florida Marine Fisheries
Commission at http://
www.dep.state.fl.us/mfc.

Continued on page 11



1999 Overseas Trips

Walker Cay.... ONE SPOT

Dry Tortugas.. FULL
Belize ............ FOUR SPOTS LEFT

If you are interested in any of these
trips, please call and we will put you on
a waiting list for the trips that are full.

Even though there are a few spots left,
we cannot assure you that the airlines
will have available, so please act fast.

Ronnie Farr-VP Overseas Diving

2000 Overseas Dive
Committee

June 16, Wednesday 7:00pm
I would like to invite everyone in the club
who is interested in diving to this very
important meeting. This is when we plan
for all of our overseas dives for next year;
from weekend diving to 3 weeks of diving.

We welcome your ideas. We need new
places to dive and we need your sugges-
tions. If you are thinking of going over-
seas diving next year, please bring your
ideas to this meeting. Come and see how
you can be a trip leader.

We all profit from going as a group, and we
will receive discounts that smaller groups
would not be eligible for.

Let's make the year 2000 a great year for
diving.

Call Ronnie Farr- VP Overseas diving
954-783-1667

4011 NE 24" Ave. LightHouse Point

Overseas Trips Payment Schedule

DESTINATION

Tobago-Trinidad 5/29-6/05 513 413 363 363 $1,652
Tobago-non-diver " 418 320 270 270 $1,278
W alkers Cay 6/19-6/21 225 125 125 125 $600
Belize-Live-A-Board 7124-7-31 600 525 525 525 $2,175
Master & Deluxe

Belize-Live-A-Board 575 500 500 500 $2,075
Twin Stateroom

Dry Tortugas 8/12-8/16 235 135 135 135 $640
Coral Sea Liveaboard&Land |10/28-11/16| 965 665 665 665 665 665 660 $4950
Coral Sea Liveaboard Only 10/28-11/11| 895 595 595 595 595 595 580 $4450

Note: Your initial deposit is included in the January payment figure.
Mail To: Patrice Marker 3861 Ottawa Lane, Cooper City, FL 33026 (954) 436-9922




Walkers Cay
Only One Spot Left

JIM ABERNETHY’S
SCUBAADVENTURES, INC.

cuba Adventures is a family owned
Sand operated business with over 20

years experience in SCUBA indus-
try. They have two beautiful boats, the
“Deep Obsession” and the “Tranquility”.
Their boats are staffed by one of the most
professional and courteous crews in the
dive industry. All of their captains are
also Scuba Instructors and can assure
you a most pleasant experience. Addi-
tionally, professionally trained
Divemasters are on every trip. Walkers
Cay, home of the world famous SHARK
RODEO. Located at the northern end of
the Bahama Islands, Walkers Cay is very

Photos from Jim Abernethy's Scuba
Adventures web page:

www.scuba-adventures.com

well known for having the best shark
encounter of any shark dive worldwide.
Usually on a shark dive you will see
between 60 and 100+ sharks for a full
hour, feeding on a frozen “chumball”. If
you want to see a lot of sharks, up close
and personal, in a controlled and very safe
environment, this is the trip for you. In
addition to this site, the other dive sites
you will do are on beautiful coral reefs
with canyons and cavern-like formations
with huge swim-throughs. These shallow
crystal clear waters offer visibility well
over 150 feet. There are even friendly
groupers and barracudas too!

Depart: Saturday, June 19, 1999

Return: Monday, June 21, 1999

Includes: 3days/two nights, double occupancy

7-8 dives, including the shark dive, ,round trip
air fare, breakfast and dinner

Not-Included: Departure tax from US

Departure tax from Abaco $15.00

Lunch ($5.00-$7.00 at hotel)

Cost: $600.00 (Diver)

Trip Leader-Ronnie Farr

Contact Ronnie Farr: 954-783-1667

Divers that are going:

Chuck Goby

Peggy Haretos

Robert Horin

Nancy Hennis

Bonnie Cronenbery

Bob Moon

Bruce McQueary
Dennis McQueary
Carol Schurtz
Chris Haretos
Jennifer Schmidt
Ray McAllister



TOBAGO
Waiting List Only!!!

Tobago is a largely unexplored scuba
heaven. Here are giant Manta
Rays, with a wingspan of 12 feet,
ready to interface. Here is a brain coral
the size of a house. Here is the famous
Buccoo Reef, offering squirrel-fish, parrot-
fish, trigger-fish, angel-fish in depths of
five feet and under for the more snorkel-
oriented, and even those who prefer to
remain in the boat! Here is visibility of
130-150 feet, in waters warmed and
enriched by the Guyana current, from the
coast of South America, which attracts all
sorts of exotic fish like a magnet. Barra-
cuda, dolphin, whale sharks, turtles....as
much variety, aficionados have said, as
on the Great Barrier Reef.

Depart:  Friday May 28, 1999 (MIA)
Return: Friday June 4, 1999 (MIA)
Includes: 7 nights 5 days of diving
(two dives a day)
Breakfast and dinner
Gratuities
Double occupancy- air conditioned
rooms with ocean view with private verandas
Rain Forest tour with lunch that day
Round-trip Flight on American
Not-Included: Departure tax from Tobago -
$20.00
Taxies to other cities
Lunch (except for the day to the Rain Forest)
Cost: $1,652.00 Non-diver ~ $1,278.00

We will be staying at Manta Lodge, which
is set on the beach, amidst one of the
oldest rain forest reserves in the world.
Manta Lodge invites you to be one with
nature. It is here, along the northern
coast of Tobago, where the plankton filled
Guyana currents of the Atlantic propels
the life-force of one of the most pristine
dive sites in the world. The Giant Atlan-
tic Manta Rays fly quietly about and
miles of untouched coral reefs with its
abundant variety of marine life await
you. Venture into the rain forest on a
guided walk to hidden waterfalls and rare
natural encounters. At Speyside a
restaurant in a sea-grape tree overhangs
the water. Fresh fish is not a problem
here.

Trip leader: Ronnie Farr (954-783-1667)
The divers that are going:

Veronica Farr

Nils Jacobsen

Gary Sharp

Carl Nolting

Steve McCutcheon

Kathi McCutcheon

Larry Townsend o

Chary Lynn _ i Bt
Sally Snodgrass ===z ™ e 1T
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1999 Exotic Trip to the Coral Sea

The most famous of all dive sites in
the world is the Great Barrier Reef

of Australia. Only the most discrimi-
nating divers (USAers) know that the Coral
Sea to the east of the Great Barrier Reef is
even better. The most remote and distant
reefs of the Coral sea have a virgin pristine
beauty that includes huge multi-hued soft
corals, 12 foot sea fans, sheer vertical walls,
canyons, pinnacles, eels galore, 6 foot
Tridacna clams, manta rays, an awesome
array of tropical reef fish, large schooling
pelagics including shark, tuna, jacks, etc.,
and some of the best visibility in the world,
often exceeding 200 feet.

Our 10 day, specially chartered, owner
operated liveaboard, the Elizabeth E, will
take us 250 miles from the Barrier Reef to
Marion and Lihou Reefs, the most remote,
virgin, and pristine of all the Coral Sea
reefs. There are miles of virgin coral forma-
tions. Soft corals grow to immense size with
vivid colors that encompass a rainbow of
hues. Due to the absence of diving and
boating activity, these remote atolls are
home to a remarkable array of marine life.

The Elizabeth E is the size of other popular
Peter Hughes and Aggressor liveaboards.
Each cabin has its own private bathroom.

After we finish diving we can look forward to
four fun filled adventurous days on land.

Day 1: White water rafting on the Tully
River. Remember how much fun we had
rafting in Costa Rica? Class 3-4 rapids will
provide lots of thrills.

Day 2 and 3: A back to nature, wilderness
adventure in one of the few World Heritage
status rainforests. This rainforest has been
in existence for 100 million years and is the

7

oldest continuous living rainforest in the
world. We will have naturalist guides and
encounter unusual plants, animals, and
waterfalls. We will camp in the rainforest
and awaken to a chorus of exotic birds and
a welcome breakfast, after which we will
continue to explore, swim in, and appreci-
ate our stunning surroundings.

Day 4: We will take a four mile gondola
ride over the top of a rainforest to the
higher tablelands west of Cairns. The
gondola makes several stops for viewing
and photographing. We will enjoy a
Rainforest Dreamtime walk, Pamagirri
Aboriginal Dancers, amphibious army
duck tour, wildlife park, and free time to
explore Kuranda aboriginal village.

Dates: October 28 - November 16, 1998

Liveaboard trip: 10 days

Land trip: 4 days

Price for liveahoard and land: $4950:

liveaboard only $4450.

Includes: airfare, transfers, all diving and meals
on the liveaboard, some meals on the land trips,
and all gratuities.

Trip leader: Marilyn Van Valkenburg

Gary Sharp, Exotic Trip Organizer
561-750-0013

Divers that are going:

Linda Caldwell, Bonnie Cronenberg, Jim Dunn,
Chuck Goby, Bob Horin, Linda lanniello, Dianne
Johnston, Nancy Karlovetz, Chary Lynn, Patrice
Marker, Frank Morgan, Joanne Morgan, Carl
Nolting, Hank Resch, Carol Schurtz, Gary
Sharp, Sally Snodgrass, Roger Styles, Larry
Townsend, Marilyn Van Valkenburg, Bob
Weybrecht



Dry Tortugas

e're doing it again! Going to
some of the best game-producing
reefs in Florida. . . the waters

surrounding the Dry Tortugas National
Park, 70 miles west of Key West. When
local hunters who “know” catch a big one
locally, they call it a’Dry Tortugas” lob-
ster. When the hunting is good, you don't
even bother gauging the bugs. If it's that
small, you don’t bother with it. I've caught
some so big that | could barely reach
around them with both hands. If you don't
think big ones taste as good, you can give
it to me.

Depart (from Fort Myers):

Thursday, Aug 12, 1998, 7:00 PM.

Return: Monday, Aug 16,1998, 4-5:00 PM.

Package includes:

4 nights & 3 + days diving

Tanks, weights, nitrox fills

All meals, beverages, snacks

Gratuities

Not included:

bedding (sheet & blanket / sleeping bag),

towels, personal items

Beer/wine — (BYOB)

Cost: $640

Trip Leader: Robert Shearer (561) 487-7442
For areport on last year'strip, visit the USA web
site: www.gate.net/~usadiver

And then there’s spearfishing. When the
hunting is good, you really need to know
the limits, or you risk taking too many.
Hog fish, grouper, cobia, and snapper. I've
had to stop playing with a bug because
the action attracted a hogfish. Shooting it
attracted a grouper. I've even had to turn
away from a grouper that was so big |
didn’t think my gun could Kkill it.

The Divers who are going on this trip:
John Baron

Matt Barton

Joe Bonnette

Gail Cistrelli

Bob Cistrelli

Charles Collette

Ed Collette

Jim Constable

Greg DeFelice
Chuck Goby

Jim Guld

Devon Guld

Nancy Hennis

Dan Loglia

Carl Nolting

Pete Sayles

Al Townsend

Jerry Vannienwenhove
Bill Watts



Belize

ONLY FOUR

Those of you who made it to the club
meeting on March 4th had the chance to
hear Peter Hughes talk about his fleet of
liveaboard dive vessels.

The reputation that his fleet of vessels
has is the best in the industry.

As Peter Hughes has said, “All of my
liveaboard vessels set the highest stan-
dards in comfort, service, amenities and
the dive experience itself. With services
and amenities designed to enhance your
safety, enjoyment and ease, my goal is to
create the ideal environment for the
best dive excursion of your life.”

Depart: July 24, 1999
Return: July 31, 1999
Included: Airfare to and from Belize City
All meals and sodas, gratuites
Departure tax from U.S.
Cost: $2095.00 price based on Twin Stateroom
Trip Leader:Tommy Younger 561-338-7687
e-mail: YHT@juno.com

SPOTS LEFT

Those who have been on a Peter Hughes
liveaboard know that he has attained his
goal and as of this writing, sixteen Under
Sea Adventurers will be going on one of
these excursions in July. We still have
four openings so if you think that you
might want to do something special in
this, the last summer of the century,
come on and join us! Forget about Y2K
and let's go diving at Tarpon Cave, just
one of the dive spots that we will visit
while exploring the Belizean barrier reef.

The Wave Dancer has a length of 120 ft.
and has ten staterooms, each has it's own
shower and head. Nitrox is available at no
extra charge and if you don’t have a nitrox
certification, you can get it while on this
trip! Just another safety option to keep
those “bad” nitrogen bubbles at bay!

The divers that are going:
Larry Townsend
Chary Lynn
Sean Horin
Peggy Haretas
Linda lanniello
Anne Dupont
Dom Orlando
Matt Barton
Patrice Marker
Judy Townsend
Bill Snow
Melanie Farley
Nancy Hennis
Linda Caldwell
Uschi Shearer
Tommy Younger



LOCAL DIVING

pring fever is in the
air so | would like
to announce a

RAFT-UP!!II On May
15, 1999 we will have
our first RAFT-UP of
the season so start
making preparations for
this fun in the sun event.
This past winter has been a

There will be sign up
sheets at the next
meeting or if you
can’t wait, give me
a call or send me
an e-mail message.

Keep your radio tuned
to WTHY, your local dive
information station!

mild one and the water is starting to On March 27th we had a Pot Luck Movie
warm back up. RAFT-UPs are always lots Night and it really was a good time!

of fun so don’'t wait until the last minute There was lots of good food and drink.

to contact a boat Captain about a spot! Thanks to all who contributed. A special

thanks to John Pisz for the lobsters and
Matt Barton for the special “birthday”
video! As it has been said many times
before, if you missed it, you missed it!
And for those who made it remember,
“There’s Just Something About Linda.”

Captains, flog your crews into submis-
sion, get your boats out of mothballs and
out to sea! Crews, get into the galleys, fix
up some chow and break out the grog so
that we can bring in the summer diving
season in style.

We had our first “official” club dive for Those of you who have e-mail and are on
1999 on the Starfish Enterprise, Satur- my mailing list(s), be sure to pass on
day morning, April 17. We filled the boat information :_albout announced “spontane-
and the seas were flat. We went up to ous™ happenings to those who don't. If
“Sloans Curve” and the “Horseshoe” you have e-mail and want to be on my

which are two dive sites north of the list or if you would like to be removed
Lakeworth pier. from my list, please let me know. One

way or the other,
Speaking of club dives, we have one .
scheduled for June 12, 1999 on the Let's go diving!
Diversity. The boat will be leaving the
dock at 8:00 AM from Pennell’'s Marina in
Deerfield. Following the dive there will Local Diving VP
be a Bar-B-Que/Cookout at the “Circle 561-338-7687
D” (for dive) Ranch on 3rd Steet in Boca YHT@juno.com
Ratones. Some say that the barbecue at ’
the “Circle D” Ranch is the best this side
of the intracoastal and there will be free
sea cucumber rides for the kiddies!

Tommy Younger
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Calendar

Raft Up May 15!

May 6, Thu. 7:30 Social
8:00 Meeting - Technical Diving
Apr 8, Thu. 7:00 Board Meeting
Roger and Patrice's
May 15 Raft Up!
May 29 Tobago trip
Jun 16 7pm 2000 Dive Trip Planning
Ronnie Farr: 954-783-1667

Jun 19 Walker's Cay trip
Jul 24 Belize Live-aboard
. Aug 12 Dry Tortugas
Kick off the 1999. Season. Aug 28 Beach Party
Let's Go Diving!!! Bob Horin's
Oct 28 Coral Sea trip

M Van Valkenburg, #2703
3036 S. Oakland Forest Dr. FIRST CLASS

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309

Linder Sea Agiventurers  calMail M. Van Valkenburg with any Directory changes.
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