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June 3d Meeting

Oxygen

ur very own Roger and Bob will
Oeducate and entertain us with

information very dear to divers'
hearts - oxygen.

Dr. Roger Styles and Bob Weybrecht will
give one in our series of safety lectures.
This important one concerns the use and
delivery of Oxygen in the dive boat envi-
ronment.

Bob Horin-VP of Programs

Dinner at the Osprey
UnderSea Adven-
turers isn't just a
dive club - it's a
great group of
friends! To give us
more time to
develop those
friendships we
designate a local eating place to meet
before the regular meetings. This month
we're trying a new place - the Osprey. It's
located at 39th and Federal. Be there by
6pm to allow enough time to eat, drink,
be merry and still get to the meeting on
time!

Sherry Boudreaux & Mary Field, VP Social
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. Officers
Web site: President ........cccccevvvienen. Larry Townsend . 561-637-0988
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1601 E. Hillshoro Bivd. YHT@juno.com
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Dinner: 6:00 PM (various  locations) lindalou34@juno.com
Social: 7:30 PM Treasurer ... Robert Shearer ... 561-487-7442
Meeting: 8:00 PM robert.shearer@juno.com
_ Appointees
Audio Coordinator ........... Jim Guld ............. 954-484-7443
. JimboG@gate.net
Come Join Us! Exotic Trip Organizer ...... Gary Sharp ......... 561-750-0013
At the Deerfield Beach Chamber GSharp@gate.net
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Alan Barrows Carl Meyer OS Dive Accountant ........ Patrice Marker ... 954-436-9922
Mary May Barrows  Jerry Millspaugh —  past president .............. Robert Shearer ... 561-487-7442
Joe DellaFera Kathy Millspaugh — photographer-................ Linda lanniello.... 954-429-9102
Esther Drury Carl Nolting Lindai@us.ibm.com
Jim Dunn Hank Paurowski  promotions Coordinator Dianne Johnston 954-781-9439
Anne Dupont Sue Revie Dianne323@aol.com
Sue Fish Gary Sharp Safety Coordinator.......... Roger Styles ....... 954-436-9922
Chuck Goby Robert Shearer scraphook/Awards ......... Ann Stambaugh 954-782-6368
Gerry Greene Marie York StamStudio@aol.com
Nancy Greene Marilyn Van Social Coordinator .......... Sherry Boudreaux 561-753-2613
Paul Guyon Valkenburg Newsletter Editor ............. C Van Valkenburg 954-484-7443
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pring has sprung, the grass is still
green, the sky is still blue and so
is the ocean.

Last month | discussed a few things to
check before you take the plunge. This
month, | would like to reinforce that
point. As you are reading this, our first
group of USAer’s to go overseas this year
is preparing to go to Tobago. However, it
really doesn’'t matter whether you are
going overseas or out on a local dive, the
preparation should be the same. Only
the consequences could be different—one
day and a couple of dives or multiple days
and a lot of dives missed. A few USAer’s,
some other friends and | just returned
from a weekend of diving off West End in
the Bahamas. To say that the weather
was nice and the diving was great would
be an understatement. But that is not
the point. What | am talking about is
your gear and it's condition. We had two
computers to fail. One with a flooded
battery compartment was revived with lot
of care, cleaning, a few healing hands,
and a lot of “I believes” chanted and
repeated around the room. Miracles do
happen on a dive boat—or so the owner of
that computer thought. The other one
was just DEAD! Flooded in all areas
except the battery compartment—the
only user accessible area. We gave it
last rites! A tank without the bungy cord
looped around it went crashing to the
deck—bending the regulator yoke and
rendering it unusable for the rest of the
weekend. The only thing that could
have made it worse was if it had hit

someone on the way down.
Thankfully, someone looks
out for us most of the time. We also had a
high pressure hose to blow. Sometimes
they don’t look so bad, they just blow—
quite a site underwater. If it is a few
years old, you might think about replac-
ing it or at least carrying a spare with
you. We were lucky, there were others
on the boat with spare parts. Some-
times being careful and checking just
doesn’t help, as in the case of the dead
computer and possible the high pressure
hose. Hopefully, this won't happen to you.

Also, are you aware that dive lights and
video lights are a lot brighter—and there-
fore can be much hotter—than an aver-
age flashlight. In other words, dive lights
get hot—real hot! Underwater, this is not
a problem. In a dive bag, it could be a real
problem. | recently read in a dive maga-
zine about a diver whose bag was smol-
dering halfway to the plane. The light
had accidentally turned on and melted
some things in his bag. Another diver
opened his suitcase that had been
checked and found that his little yellow
light now had dead batteries and a domed
lens that now leaked. The intense heat
and lower pressure caused the plastic to
bulge and discolor. It possible could have
caused a fire. The recommendation is to
remove the batteries when you pack your
light, as some switch locks have been
know to fail. If you must leave the batter-
ies in the light, you should remove the
bulb. Also, be aware that a flooded light
can produce gas and build up enough

Continued on page 11



2000 Overseas Dive
Committee

June 16, Wednesday 7:00pm
I would like to invite everyone in the club
who is interested in diving to this very
important meeting. This is when we plan
for all of our overseas dives for next year;
from weekend diving to 3 weeks of diving.

We welcome your ideas. We need new
places to dive and we need your sugges-
tions. If you are thinking of going over-
seas diving next year, please bring your
ideas to this meeting. Come and see how
you can be a trip leader.

We all profit from going as a group, and we
will receive discounts that smaller groups
would not be eligible for.

Let's make the year 2000 a great year for
diving.

Call Ronnie Farr-

4011 NE 24™ Ave. LightHouse Poin

VP Overseas diving
954-783-1667

t

Dry Tortugas Trip

Only one spot left! We're going to some of
the best game-producing reefs in Florida -
the waters surrounding the Dry Tortugas
National Park, 70 miles west of Key West.

Depart (from Fort Myers):

Thursday, Aug 12, 1998, 7:00 PM.

Return: Monday, Aug 16,1998, 4-5:00 PM.
Package includes:

4 nights & 3 + days diving

Tanks, weights, nitrox fills

All meals, beverages, snacks

Gratuities

Not included:

bedding (sheet & blanket / sleeping bag),

towels, personal items

Beer/wine — (BYOB)

Cost: $640

Trip Leader: Robert Shearer (561) 487-7442
For areport on last year'strip, visit the USA web
site: www.gate.net/~usadiver

The Divers who are going on this trip:

John Baron, Matt Barton, Joe Bonnette, Bob
Cigrelli, Gail Cistrelli, CharlesColl ette, Ed Coll ette,
Jim Constable, Greg DeFelice, Chuck Goby, Devon
Guld, JimGuld, Nancy Hennis, DanL ogia, Lolin
Palares, Pete Sayles, Robert Shearer, Bill Watts, Kim
Whaley

Overseas Trips Payment Schedule

DESTINATION

Belize-Live-A-Board 7/24-7-31 | 600 525 | 525 | 525 $2,175
Master & Deluxe

Belize-Live-A-Board " 575 | 500 | 500 | 500 $2,075
Twin Stateroom

Dry Tortugas 8/12-8/16 235 135 135 135 $640
Coral Sea Liveaboard&Land  (10/28-11/16| 965 665 665 665 | 665 | 665 660 $4950
Coral Sea Liveaboard Only  [10/28-11/11| 895 | 595 | 595 | 595 | 595 | 595 | 580 | $4450

Note: Your initial deposit is included in the January payment figure.
Mail To: Patrice Marker 3861 Ottawa Lane, Cooper City, FL 33026 (954) 436-9922




Exotic Trip:Coral Sea

Our 10 day, specially chartered, owner
operated liveaboard, the Elizabeth E, will
take us 250 miles from the Barrier Reef to
Marion and Lihou Reefs, the most remote,
virgin, and pristine of all the Coral Sea
reefs. There are miles of virgin coral
formations. Soft corals grow to immense
size with vivid colors that encompass a
rainbow of hues. Due to the absence of
diving and boating activity, these remote
atolls are home to a remarkable array of
marine life.

After we finish diving we can look forward
to four fun filled adventurous days on land.
Day 1: White water rafting on the Tully
River.

Day 2 and 3: A back to nature, wilderness
adventure in one of the few World Heritage
status rainforests.

Day 4: We will take a four mile gondola
ride over the top of a rainforest to the
higher tablelands west of Cairns.

Dates: October 28 - November 16, 1998

Liveaboard trip: 10 days

Land trip: 4 days

Price for liveaboard and land: $4950;

liveaboard only $4450.

Includes: airfare, transfers, all diving and meals on the
liveaboard, some meals on the land trips, and all
gratuities.

Trip leader: Marilyn Van Valkenburg

Gary Sharp, Exotic Trip Organizer
561-750-0013

Divers that are going:

Linda Caldwell, Bonnie Cronenberg, Jim Dunn, Chuck
Goby, Bob Horin, Linda lanniello, Dianne Johnston, Nancy
Karlovetz, Chary Lynn, Patrice Marker, Frank Morgan,
Joanne Morgan, Carl Nolting, Dom Orlando, Hank Resch,
Carol Schurtz, Gary Sharp, Sally Snodgrass, Roger Styles,
Larry Townsend, Marilyn Van Valkenburg, Betty Wedman-St
LouisBob Weybrecht

Belize

Those who have been on a Peter Hughes
liveaboard know that he has attained his
goal and as of this writing, sixteen Under
Sea Adventurers will be going on one of
these excursions in July. We still have
four openings so if you think that you
might want to do something special in
this, the last summer of the century,
come on and join us! Forget about Y2K
and let’'s go diving at Tarpon Cave, just
one of the dive spots that we will visit
while exploring the Belizean barrier reef.

The Wave Dancer has a length of 120 ft.
and has ten staterooms, each has it's
own shower and head. Nitrox is avail-
able at no extra charge and if you don’t
have a nitrox certification, you can get
it while on this trip! Just another safety
option to keep those “bad” nitrogen
bubbles at bay!

Depart: July 24,1999

Return: July 31,1999

Included: Airfare to and from Belize City
Allmeals and sodas, gratuites
Departure tax from U.S.

Cost: $2095.00 price based on Twin Stateroom

Trip Leader: Tommy Younger 561-338-7687

e-mail: YHT@juno.com

The divers that are going:

Larry Townsend, Chary Lynn, Sean Horin, Peggy
Haretas, Linda lanniello, Anne Dupont, Dom Orlando,
Matt Barton, Patrice Marker, Judy Townsend, Bill Snow,
Nancy Hennis, Linda Caldwell, Uschi Shearer, Tommy
Younger



LOCAL DIVING

ust a reminder, we have a local dive
J scheduled for Saturday June 12,

with a barbecue afterwards. Origi-
nally I reserved an overflow boat but as of
the last meeting | only have 5 people
signed up for the dive so | am going to
release the overflow boat. There will be a
sign up sheet at the next meeting so be
sure to let me know if you would like to go
with us.

The dive will be on the Diversity and our
departure time is 8:00 from Pennell’s
Marina in Deerfield. If you have any
questions please give me a call.

On May 15, 1999 we tried to beat the
weather and have a Raft-UP! Five boats
made it despite the rain (there were two
more that almost made it).

These things happen sometime so let’s
try it again. On July 10, and again on
August 7, 1999 we have two Raft-UPs
scheduled so mark your calenders and
start making plans to attend.

May 15, 1999

If anyone has a specific boat or dive spot
that they might like to use or visit,
please let me know. If anyone has a
favorite dive boat and would like to put a
trip together, let me know. In the past
we have tried to set up a schedule for the
year but that just isn’t practical in light
of the fact that most people wait .......
until the last few days or week to sign up!
| try to keep everyone informed at least a
month or more out and that seems to
give most people ample time to plan their
weekends!

The Wednesday Night Quickies are back
so keep that dive opportunity in mind.
On Wednesday May 19, a few folks went
out and | hear the visibility was fantas-
tic. Give Steve Walsh a call.

Please give me call if you have burning
desire to dive and don’t have e-mail and |
will call you and let you know of any dive
events that are spontaneous. Otherwise
keep your dial tuned to WTHY ........ your
dive information station!

Tommy Younger
Local Diving VP







Cool WEB Sites For Divers
1. The Great American Fish Count. Once Calendar

a year, divers around the country get

together to conduct a massive fish cen- Jun 3, Thu. 7:30 Social

sus that provides crucial population and 8:00 Meeting - Oxygen
habitat information to scientists and Jun 10, Thu. 7:00 Board Meeting
conservationists. Check out the GAFC Ronnie & Nils'

web site to find out how you can get Jun 16 7pm 2000 Dive Trip Planning
involved: Ronnie Farr: 954-783-1667
http://www.fishcount.org Jun 19 Walker's Cay trip

2. Scubaradio is a one hour talkshow that Jul10 Raﬂ Up!.

gives listeners an exciting new forum to Jul 24 Belize Live-aboard
share experiences unique to the under- Aug 7 Raft Up!

water world. Each week they speak with Aug 12 Dry Tortugas
interesting people known throughout the Aug 28 Beach Party

dive industry. Listen on the radio or on Bob Horin's

their web site at: Oct 28 Coral Sea trip

www.scubaradio.com

Thanx to Karen Valpa and Marilyn Van
Valkenburg for submitting these web sites.

M Van Valkenburg, #2703
3036 S. Oakland Forest Dr. FIRST CLASS

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309

Linder Sea Adventurers  caliMail M. Van Valkenburg with any Directory changes.
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